SIMPLY SMART TRAVEL

Simply Smart Travel

Wilmington, Delaware and

the Brandywine Valley
BY JEFFREY R. ORENSTEIN, PH.D.
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© Part of the extensive Longwood Gardens

Wilmington, Delaware and its adjacent
Brandywine Valley are true gems of
destination just waiting to be discovered
by fravelers who are seeking a rewarding
alternative to yet another visit to one

JEFF ORENSTEIN

of the northeast’s giant
metropolises. Wimington
proper is a medium-

sized urban area with

maijor financial centers, a
surprisingly vibrant night life,
attractive and historic urban
architecture, cultural riches,
an emerging restaurant
scene and ongoing riverfront
gentrification that begs to
be enjoyed.

© The beautiful grands of the Hagley
Museum and Mansion includes this
working water-powered mill.
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© The impressive fountain at Winterthur.
BEFORE YOU GO

° www.visitwilmingtonde.com
° www.inwilmingtonde.com

° www.riverfrontwilm.com

GETTING THERE
Wilmington is very accessible by air, rail and road.

¢ Philadelphia International Airport (PHL) is 21 miles away.

* Amtrak has a beautifully refurbished and busy station in downtown
Wilmington, with several fast trains an hour leaving to Washington,
D.C. and Boston and many intermediate points. SEPTA commuter
trains serve Philadelphia from the station as well.

* 195 goes through Wilmington.

WHEN YOU ARE THERE

* Explore Wilmington’s riverfront and downtown. Dinner at
Harry’s Seafood Grill offers good food and a view.

* Renta car to enjoy the beautifully-restored DuPont homesteads
surrounding Wilmington.

© The grounds of the Winterthur Mansion and Museum are

* Explore the scenic and historic Brandywine Valley including
ablaze with blooms each spring.

towns like Chadds Ford, Pa.

LIVINGONTHESUNCOAST.COM | DECEMBER 2015 21



SIMPLY SMART TRAVEL

© A carriage ride in the spring
on the beautiful Winterthur
Mansion grounds.

LESLIE KIPP

Wilmington, Delaware At A Glance

Mobility Level: Moderate, Wulking and climbiny
some steps ure necessary to fully appreciate the
DuPont uttractions, gardens and museums in
the reyion.

When To Go: Muy is u perfect time to take in

the doywood und other spring bloominy plunts.
September hus fewer crowds und the weuther s still
hice. October brings full color und December is cold
but holiduy décor ubounds.

Where To Stay: The beuutiful new Westin Wilmington is
u greut choice. It is centrally locuted on the riverfront
und connected to the Chuse Convention Center und
hus free purking. Other hationul chuins und bed und
breukfust properties ure plentiful.

Special Travel Interests: American history, the
IF YOU ONLY HAVE TWO OR THREE DAYS: DuPont Fumily, Wyeth puintings.

Must-sees for a short stay are:

¢ The Longwood Gardens in nearby Kennett Square, Pa., with its

1,050 acres of gardens and conservatories and beautiful fountains.
IF YOU HAVE SEVERAL DAYS, ENJOY IN ADDITION:

¢ The Hagley Museum and Library, 240 acre site of the original L , .

. . . ¢ Historic New Castle’s Reed House and the adjacent Delaware

DuPont powder works and estate, including a working powder . ) . .

. S riverfront. Explore the architecture and have dinner at his-

mill on the Brandywine River and gardens. . ,
toric Jessop’s Tavern.

¢ The Winterthur and Nemours Mansion Museums and their

remarkable estate grounds. ¢ The Brandywine Conservancy and Museum of Art in Chadds

Ford, Pa., a Wyeth mecca.

¢ The Delaware Art Museum with an amazing pre-Raphaelite . . . .
¢ The Va La Vineyards tasting room in Avondale. Surprisingly

collection. good wine!
¢ The Delaware Museum of Natural History in Wilmington.
Ginny O's Tips For Dressing A train ride on the Wilmington and Western Railroad.
The Simply Smart Travel Way For Wilmington ¢ A commuter train day trip to Philadelphia to explore some of

the icons of American colonial history.
Since Wilmington is a city und financial center, people tend

to dress just u litfle more proper thun what goes ut cusudl

resorts, ulthough ties und cocktuil dresses ure hot needed
by visitors. Dressy cusuul works well. Comfortuble shoes ure
u must since exploring the DuPont museums reyuires u lot of

ORENSTEIN IS A SYNDICATED TRAVEL WRITER
WHO LIVES ON FLORIDA'S WEST COAST.
HE AND HIS WIFE VIRGINIA ENJOY SIMPLY

wulking. Weduther is chungeduble in this part of the country, SMART TRAVEL AND WRITING ABOUT IT,

S0 be prepured for both waurm und cold shups in whutever THEY CAN BE REACHED AT JORENSTEIN@
seuson you Visit except for high summer. Even in summer uir SIMPLYSMARTTRAVEL.COM. CHECK OUT THEIR TRAVEL IDEAS,
conditioned museums und restaurants cun be cold. ARTICLES AND BLOG AT WWW.SIMPLYSMARTTRAVEL.COM AND

FACEBOOK.COM.SIMPLYSMARTTRAVEL.
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