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 The Mayflower II, an exact replica of
the original Mayflower used by the
Pilgrims, sits at Plymouth’s waterfront
adjacent to Plymouth Rock.

Simply Smart Travel
Plymouth, Massachusetts
BY JEFFREY R. ORENSTEIN, PH.D.

P
 lymouth Rock is
surrounded by a monument
and sits right on Water Street in downtown Plymouth.
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Because British religious separatists landed
there in 1620 and set up a colony in an
area inhabited by indigenous tribes and
already explored by Europeans, Plymouth,
Massachusetts has a storied place in U.S.
history and has evolved as a popular tourist
attraction. The colony there lasted until 1691
when it merged with the Massachusetts Bay
Colony and others to form the Province of
Massachusetts Bay.
Today’s Plymouth pays homage to its history with an
ornate monument surrounding an otherwise ordinary rock
where the settlers stepped onshore right in the center of the
town harbor. It also boasts a replica of the Mayflower moored
in the harbor, many museums, numerous historical markers
and monuments about town and an impressive collection of
colonial-era buildings.
Throw in pretty scenery, a nice restaurant scene and
proximity to Cape Cod and Boston and Plymouth should definitely earn a place on the simply smart traveler’s travel bucket
list for Northeast U.S.A.

GET Aways
BEFORE YOU GO

WHEN YOU ARE THERE

• Read Mayflower: A Story of Courage, Community, and War paperback by Nathaniel
Philbrick

• Explore the waterfront and see Plymouth
Rock and the Mayflower II.

• Check out www.seeplymouth.com/thingsto-do and www.visit-massachusetts.com/
southofbostonplymouth

GETTING THERE

Plymouth is accessible by highway, train,
boat or car.
• Logan International Airport in Boston,
(BOS) is 43 miles away.
• The nearest cruise port is Boston and
there are boat excursions to Cape Cod
and elsewhere from Plymouth.
• The closest Amtrak station is in Boston,
the northern terminus of the NE Corridor.
Commuter train service is by MBTA from
Boston, The station is at 385 Court Street
in Plymouth
• By car, Plymouth is reached from Boston
via I-495 and US 44 from Boston and MA 3
links Plymouth to Cape Cod.

• Spend some time reading the plaques on
the many historical markers in town.
• Enjoy the John Carver Inn’s glutenfree blueberry, cranberry and oatmeal
pancakes for breakfast and have dinner
with a view at a waterfront restaurant on
Water Street.

IF YOU ONLY HAVE TWO OR THREE DAYS:

Must-sees for a short stay are:
• Walking through the town and learning
about history through visiting historic
sites and buildings.
• Visiting the Plimouth (yes, that’s how it’s
spelled) Grist Mill.
• Walking along the Town Brook.
• Seeing the Jenney Museum and taking a
90 minute, two mile guided walking tour
of Plymouth history with the very knowledgeable Leo.

IF YOU HAVE SEVERAL DAYS,
ENJOY IN ADDITION:

• A sightseeing cruise from Plymouth Harbor. Choose from whale watching, dinner
cruises and others.
• An excursion to nearby Cape Cod’s pretty
towns, harbors and beaches.
• A commuter train journey for a day trip to
Boston. (Beats driving and parking!)
• A 60 mile drive to Newport, Rhode Island
to see its impressive mansions.

 The present Spire Center
For The Arts in Plymouth is
housed in one of the town’s
signature historic buildings.

Ginny O’s Tips For Dressing
The Simply Smart Travel Way For Plymouth
Your outfits should be built around and adapted to walking since so much of it is required
to really appreciate Plymouth. Casual clothes appropriate for the season are fine and
no finery is required. Above all, wear comfortable shoes that match your outfits.

 The Plimouth
Grist Mill lies on
picturesque Town Brook.

Plymouth At A Glance
Mobility Level: Moderate.
Plymouth’s waterfront is flat but the
town is up a small hill and spread
out over several blocks so being
able to walk or otherwise navigate
sidewalks is required.
When To Go: Summer is ideal for
Plymouth and nearby Cape Cod.
There is also a week-long pre-Thanksgiving town celebration that is popular.
Where To Stay: We loved the John
Carver Inn. It is close to town (a delightful path along Town Brook leads to
the waterfront away from traffic) and
well-appointed. Several national hotel
chains and B&B’s are also available.
Special Travel Interests: American
history.
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